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Dr. Hiroko Ikeda collection

Dr. Tkeda was born in 1914 in Tokyo, Japan, and studied at Tokyo Women’s
Christian College under the Japanese folklorist Yanagita Kunio. She came to the United
States on a scholarship in 1948, and earned a Doctorate of Philosophy from Indiana
University in 1957. Before coming to Hawai‘i, Dr. Ikeda was the Japanese Librarian at the
University of California-Berkeley, where she played a key role in developing the library's
Japanese collection.

Dr. Ikeda moved to Hawai‘i in 1957, first as the head of the Asian Collection of the
University of Hawai‘i’s Sinclair Library. She later became a professor of Japanese
literature and folklore in the Asian Language Department (since renamed the Department
of East Asian Languages and Literature) in 1962.

Dr. Tkeda’s distinguished scholarly accomplishments and contributions to
education were recognized by the Japanese government in 1995, when she was inducted
into the fourth class of the Order of the Sacred Treasure, established by the Meiji Emperor
in 1888, and awarded a ceremonial ribbon with gold rays and rosette. In her retirement,
Dr. Tkeda was a passionate advocate for the Honolulu Museum of Art (then Honolulu
Academy of Arts), tirelessly supporting the museum as a volunteer and generously
donating her research library as a bequest.
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