Honolulu Museum of Art

Azabu Collection Overview

In addition to its other holdings, the Honolulu Museum of Art’s Robert Allerton Art Library has a
collection of 15,000 items donated by the Azabu Museum of Arts and Crafts.

Tokyo’s Azabu Museum of Arts and Crafts closed in 1998, and donated its library’s collection of
approximately 15,000 volumes to the Honolulu Museum of Art. The library included many volumes
related to ukiyo-e, as well as reference material, exhibition catalogues, Japanese literature and
nonfiction, and periodicals. Well preserved, some of them date back to the early 1900s. Others are
valuable rare books. In 2012, the Robert Allerton Art Library began the process of cataloguing these
books and entering the records in the library’s online catalogue. So far, more than 1,000 books have
been catalogued and are now searchable online by the public.

The Azabu Museum of Art in Tokyo, was the only museum in the world devoted to ukiyo-e
paintings, with more than 3,000 works. Ukiyo-e paintings were done on silk or paper and were
created by artists who employed the artistic styles and subject matter of ukiyo-e woodblock prints.
In 1989, the museum was acquired by the Azabu Museum of Arts and Crafts, which had a close
relationship with the Honolulu Museum of Art. With the assistance of the Honolulu Museum of Art,
the Azabu Museum of Arts and Crafts held the exhibition Kabuki through the Theater Prints in
Tokyo in 1990.
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